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CONGRATULATIONS, PRESIDENT
PATIL, INDIA’S 12TH PRESIDENT

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, this week history was made
in India. Mrs. Pratibha Devisingh Patil
was elected President. On July 25 she
became the first woman to serve as
head of state, now serving as India’s
12th President.

Mrs. Patil was born in 1934 in the
western state of Maharashtra and has a
distinguished record of public service.
Joining the Congress Party in the
early 1960s, she spent over two decades
in the state legislature. She then went
on to participate in national politics
and served in both the lower and upper
chambers of India’s national par-
liament. In 2004 Mrs. Patil became the
first woman governor of Rajasthan.

Congratulations, President Patil, for
continued success leading 1 billion citi-
zens.

As a member of the House Foreign
Affairs Committee and co-Chair of the
India Caucus, I welcome this achieve-
ment. Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and President George Bush have
developed a strategic partnership be-
tween India and America. Friendship
between the world’s largest democracy
and the world’s oldest democracy have
never been better. The future is bright
for both India and America.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th.

————

SUPPORT THE COOPER
AMENDMENT

(Mr. COOPER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, whether
you are for or against the upcoming
farm bill, you should be able to support
the Cooper amendment. It will be
brought up next to last this afternoon,
and everyone should be able to agree
on it.

First of all, the administration is for
it because it coincides with adminis-
tration reforms. And the chairman of
the committee himself has a statement
in today’s National Journal that says
he is going to launch a major national
investigation of the crop insurance in-
dustry starting next week, after the
bill passes.

Well, why not start today? Let’s
clean up this mess today. We can save
between 2 and 5 billion of taxpayer dol-
lars that are currently being wasted.

Let’s save the American farmer.
Let’s improve this farm bill. Vote for
the Cooper amendment this afternoon.

———
THE FARM BILL

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, it sad-
dens me today that I have to vote
against the farm bill, a $57 billion-a-
year bill.

I am compassionate and I care about
the farmers in my district, but I must
vote “no’” and I must vote ‘“‘no’” for two
reasons, one of which the gentleman
from Tennessee just outlined. The bill
calls for a massive tax increase on for-
eign companies that are doing business
in this country. And in the State of
Georgia, that is 176,000 jobs, 59,000 of
them in the manufacturing sector. The
gentleman from Tennessee has a better
idea, and I plan to support his amend-
ment.

And, Mr. Speaker, the Davis-Bacon
prevailing wage requirement abso-
lutely hurts innovative businesses, like
U.S. Biofuels in Rome, Georgia, that
want to convert chicken fat and soy
beans to biofuel; and yet these pre-
vailing wages take away all incentive
for that.

We kill jobs in this country with this
farm bill, and I reluctantly must vote
“no” and ask my colleagues to do the
same.

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS DANIEL
AGAMI

(Mr. KLEIN of Florida asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. KLEIN of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to pay respect and honor to
Private First Class Daniel Agami from
Parkland, Florida, who lost his life this
past June while serving in Iraq.

Private Agami was patrolling in a
Humvee with four other soldiers when
their vehicle was hit by an IED, an im-
provised explosive device. Unfortu-
nately, all five of these brave troops
were Killed.

Private Agami was a man of great
character, known for his devotion to
faith and his country. His presence was
so strong and his personality so out-
going that the Army planned to feature
Private Agami in an upcoming adver-
tising campaign.

Like me, Private Agami was born in
Ohio but later moved to Florida. His
parents were surprised by his decision
to join the military 2 years ago, but
noted that he felt a responsibility to
his country, and in the words of his
mother, Beth Agami, he ‘‘was totally
patriotic.”

I, unfortunately, never had the op-
portunity to meet Private Agami, but
after hearing about the way he ap-
proached life and his devotion to our
country, I feel like I know him. He is a
role model to me and to all citizens.

To the family of Private Agami, your
beloved son made the ultimate sac-
rifice to serve our country, and those
of us in Florida and the Nation are
eternally grateful and will never forget
his unfathomable service to our coun-
try.
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CONGRATULATING ZIPPO ON
THEIR 75TH ANNIVERSARY

(Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, it is a cause for celebration in
the Fifth District of Pennsylvania
today. This year marks the 75th anni-
versary of an American icon, Zippo
lighters. In 1932 George Blaisdell devel-
oped the first Zippo lighter in a garage
in Bradford, Pennsylvania.

Today, though most products are dis-
posable or available with limited war-
ranties, the Zippo lighter is still
backed by its famous lifetime guar-
antee: “It works or we fix it for free.”
A motto of a company that truly be-
lieves in its great product.

In almost 75 years and nearly 450 mil-
lion lighters later, where last year
alone 50,000 lighters a day were pro-
duced in Bradford, Pennsylvania, Zippo
lighters are a legacy of good business,
and almost 70 percent of them are ex-
ported all around the world.

Today George Duke, Mr. Blaisdell’s
grandson, owns the company and is
chairman of the board. Gregory Booth
is Zippo’s president and CEO. I know
them both and appreciate their resolve
to keep Zippo lighters manufactured in
America and, more importantly, in
Bradford, Pennsylvania.

I commend them for their devotion
to the people of Bradford and congratu-
late Zippo and the Zippo family for 75
years of great business.

———

DEMOCRATS ARE WORKING TO EN-
SURE MORE CHILDREN HAVE
HEALTH CARE; REPUBLICANS
OBSTRUCT

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day both the Energy and Commerce
Committee and the Ways and Means
Committee began marking up a com-
prehensive bill that ensures that mil-
lions of vulnerable children have access
to health insurance through the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program, oth-
erwise known as CHIP. Democrats are
proud of this legislation because it al-
lows us to cover almost every child
now eligible for the program.

Since it was created a decade ago,
CHIP has received strong bipartisan
support here in Washington. But that
all changed yesterday when Repub-
licans in both committees used every
tactic available to them to stall us
from moving forward with this legisla-
tion.

It’s sad that Republicans refuse to
engage in a substantive discussion on
the future of CHIP. If Republicans were
serious about strengthening this im-
portant children’s health program,
they would stop playing games and
would allow a constructive debate to
occur. These delaying tactics show
that Republicans have no interest in
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